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###########################################################################################

Daniel Clifton, editor of  THE PICAYUNE  ,
will be speaking on the topic

“Why the Written Word Still Matters.”
Also, the club will elect officers for the year 2020.

###########################################################################################

HLWC Calendar for November and December 2019 
Tuesday, November 12 Critique group, BancorpSouth,  1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 20 Monthly meeting, MF Public Library, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 24 Memorial service for Jean LeVitt, member emerita,

3:00 p.m., First United Methodist Church, 
Marble Falls

Tuesday, November 26 Critique group, BancorpSouth, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 10 Critique group, BancorpSouth, 1:30 – 4:00 p.m.
Friday, December 13 Christmas party and Read-Around, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.,

Tea Time Café, Marble Falls

http://www.highlandlakeswritersclub.com/
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President’s Message for November 2019
“POETRY  IN  THE  HERE  AND NOW”

I've been reading a book titled Gestalt Therapy Now. 

Gestalt concentrates on the here and now rather than on the past and the future. 

In a chapter titled “Present-Centeredness, Technique, Prescription and Ideal" by Claudio Naranjo, 
Naranjo mentions how poetry especially deals with the here and now. 

“Carpe Diem” by Horace says this in translation: 
In the moment of our talking, envious time has ebbed away.
Seize the present, trust tomorrow e'en as little as you may.

Many poets have equated carpe diem with carpe florit—squeezing the rose petals while they are in 
bloom.  For example: 

Ovid wrote:
Seize the flower, for if you pluck it not, ’twill fade and fall.

Johnson wrote:
Catch then, oh catch the transient hour;
Improve each moment as it flies!
Life's a short summer, man a flower;
He dies--alas! How soon he flies!

Spenser, in The Faerie Queene, wrote:
Gather therefore the rose whilest yet is prime,
For soon comes the age that will her pride deflowere:
Gather the rose of love whilest yet is time
Whilest loving thou mayest Loved be with equall crime.

Shakespeare, in Venus and Adonis, wrote:
Make use of time, let not advantage slip;
Beauty within itself should not be wasted
Fair flowers that are not gathered in their prime,
Rot and consume themselves in little time.

Milton wrote:
If you let slip time, like a neglected rose,
It withers on the stalk with languished head.

Emerson wrote:
These roses under my window make no reference to former roses or to better ones; they are for 
what they are; they exist with God today.  There is not time to them.  There is simply the rose; it 
is perfect in every moment of its existence...but man postpones and remembers.  He cannot be 
happy and strong until he, too, lives with nature in the present above time.

[ President’s message continued on next page ]

XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX

https://webmail.risebroadband.net/
https://webmail.risebroadband.net/


  XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX

President’s Message for November 2019, Continued
“POETRY  IN  THE  HERE  AND NOW”

In much the same spirit, Dryden wrote:
This hour is the very crisis of your fate.
Your good or ill, your infamy or fame,
And the whole colour of our life depends
On this important now.

Longfellow wrote:
Trust no future, howe’er present;
Let the dead past bury its dead!
Act, act in the living present! 
Heart within and God o’erhead!

And Goethe wrote:
He who seizes the moment is the right man.

Are YOU the right person, the right poet, for the moment, taking in the present beauty of the here 
and now?

This Thanksgiving, whatever your past has been or whatever your plans may be, look at your 
family around the table.  Forgive if needed, but at least be grateful for, and grateful in, the here and 
now.

Wayne Hawley, President

XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX

XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX

On Wednesday, October 16, at the previous monthly meeting of HLWC, the following 
members were nominated to serve as officers in 2020:  President, Mary Anne Wright and 
Wayne Hawley; Vice President, Fran McRedmond; Secretary, Kay Lee; and Treasurer, 
Gene Lyng.

In addition:  Until 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 20, nominations by e-mail (sent to 
mlee43@moment.net) will be accepted, as will nominations from the floor that evening 
during the business meeting.

Only members in good standing (dues paid for 2019) are eligible to hold office.  Each 
nominee must be able and willing to serve if elected.

XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX
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Daniel Clifton’s Presentation This Wednesday, November 20

As we warned you (or rather, we hope, “enticed” you) on page 1, Daniel Clifton will be our 
speaker at the regular monthly meeting of HLWC on Wednesday, November 20, 2019, at the 
Marble Falls Public Library.  For many years now, Daniel has been a good friend to — and a 
loyal supporter of — our group, as well as a kindred spirit.  That he shares our love of writing is 
obvious from the focus of his presentation:  “Why the Written Word Still Matters.”

Daniel’s presentation will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m., will last for approximately 30 minutes, and 
will include a Q&A session afterward — so please, everyone, try to arrive on time!  (Bonus for 
early birds:  More plentiful refreshments and a chance to visit informally!)

The meet-and-greet beforehand will begin at 6:30 p.m.  Please allow yourself time to sign in and 
pick up your name tag before you settle in.

The monthly business meeting, including election of 2020 officers, will follow Daniel’s 
presentation and a 15-minute break.

Because the time available for readings by members may be somewhat shorter than usual, 
please consider bringing a piece that will take no longer than 4 minutes to read aloud 
(approximately 500 words for prose or 20 lines for poetry).

  XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX

And, finally, whether or not we see you Wednesday evening . . .

HAPPY  THANKSGIVING  TO  ALL!

____________________________________________________________________________________

Send your poems, flash fiction, writing tips, announcements, etc. to:  Kay Lee, mlee43@moment.net
To subscribe or unsubscribe, please e-mail  mlee43@moment.net                                                                                                                                                                                     
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